MIGRATION OF MAPPILA MUSLIMS TO THE PERSIAN GULF:
ECONOMIC BEHAVIOUR AND RURAL CHANGE IN KERALA, SOUH
INDIA *

Introduction

The present study is conducted in the contextrgilacale labour migration from Kerala to the Rarsi
Gulf regiorf since 1970s. The major concern of the study m@stihe transformative role of emigration
by analysing the "economic remittanceahd "social remittance’"In the backdrop of this conceptual
foundation of migration, this study tries to examithe impact of labour migration of Mappila
Muslims’to the Persian Gulf countries on their home soaétylalabaf, Kerala, South India. This paper
contributes a synoptic view concerned with therad@ons of international migration- remittance and
social changes in the sending societies. The sthdy lights that what are the determine factoshtpe
the rural economic structure of Malabar due torthigration to the Persian Gulf. The findings suggest

that the historical structure of the sending platélalabar and the structural factors of the reiogiv

*This study is an extracts from my Ph.d thesidvbigration of Mappila Muslims to the Persian Gulf altsl Impact on the
Communitysubmitted to the Centre for West Asian Studiesp8kbf International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru Uniggrs
New Delhi, India.

Although there are eight littoral countries (§@tom of Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Kuwait, SultanatéDofian, Qatar, United
Arab Emirates, Iraq and Iran) in the Gulf region, stady focus on the six oil producing Gulf CoopematiCouncil
Countries (Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Kuw&tltanate of Oman, Qatar and United Arab Emirates)sd i@ulf
countries are the principal destination of emigsdndm Kerala (Kerala Migration Survey 2003). Ire tsame way, on the
basis of field work a sizable number of Mappila Musirom the study area have migrated to the Gultfeir livelihood.

The concept of Economic remittance here meansdhefer of money and goods. Remittance is a tctiosa(purchase and
sale) of convertible currencies or capital subjedhe exchange regulations of the countries. har@ow sense or normally
conceived wisdom in migration, it is sending moneyttte home country while working in a foreign coun@enerally
there are two types of remittances - one is outwandttance and the other one is inward remittance. grocess of the
outward remittance is terms of remittance from teeding country or where the wage earner is locatedtlae inward
remittance refers to the receiving country, wheeeltbneficiary is located. For more details, seeeKa807.

Peggy Levitt in her studies defines the concepbotial Remittances' as the flow of ideas, behasgiodentities, and social
capital from host to home communities through thermmenon of migration. These ideas play a decisieein promoting

immigrant entrepreneurship, community and familgnfation, and political integration. It is arguedttmigration occurs
not only for sending remittances but also for netuy with newly acquired skills and valuable knowledg their country

of origin. For more details, see, Levitt 1998; 2001

Although the ternMappilais cited in different forms in different sourceSlierature as 'Mappila’, ‘Mappilla', and 'Moplah'
this study has referred 'Mappila" throughout thepthrs. It is observed that there were regionallacal variations among
the Mappila Muslims and they were divided on bottigal and horizontal lines. Vertically they were idied intoTangals
(Muslims of Arab origin) andMalabaris (Native Muslims). TheThangalshave been a highly respected segment of the
society and were honoured. Horizontally thMalabaris were divided intotarawadu (elite) Mappilas, non-tarawadu
Mappilas, Puslans, Ossan (barbers) aglthm koriegsuppliers of water to the mosques) (Kunju 198%)1They are also
found in Lakshadweep Islands off the coast of Malabespite divisions within the community, nowadayse term
Mappila Muslimis applied to the entire section of the Muslim¥efala.

Geographically Malabar is known as the northerrt pathe State of Kerala. Malabar was a districtemthe erstwhile
Presidency of Madras and so directly governed byBtfitish. Today Malabar is not a political or adistrative unit, but
the term is still kept it as a "memory, a cultysedsence” (Narayanan, M.G.S 1993: i).



place of the Gulf region plays a significant rokhind the ‘economic behaviolrand gradual change in
the rural economy of Malabar. The emergence of ‘nelw and the 'built economy' relatively in therfo

of rural trade are observed the major transformatio the socio-economic sphere of Malabar.
Furthermore, it highlights that the Gulf migratilal to the distorted development in society by kirgga
down of the traditional economy of Malabar and f@icing remittance dependant development
strategies. The study interrogates, therefore, gdweeral understanding of migration, which mainly
projects the spatial mobility of manpower and a waynaterial well-being. In contrast to these commo
notions about migration and its impact, the presgotly argues that the investment pattern of the
Mappila Muslims have to be discussed within theadey perspective of the socio-economic life of the

people.

Data Collection

For the purpose of this study the data were catethrough the field work survey from the major 1Gul
migrant's areas of Malabar. This study was undertakt Nadapuramvillage, situated in the Calicut
district, the erstwhile Malabar district of MadrBsesidency of British India. Apart from this specif
study area, field work was conductedNitadayi (Kannur District) andPurathur (Malappuram District)
villages and other Gulf Pock&tef the Malabar region. The major source of incdorethe people of
these three villages is Gulf money. The percentagiepeople who are economically engaged in
agriculture and service sector are relatively Idtwee villages are selected, because the signifgteare

of their total population belongs to Mappila MusiinThe proposed localities are also the major Gulf
pockets in Malabar, from where a sizable numbévlappila Muslims residents have migrated for their
livelihood. The study area has a long traditionimternal and international migration of Mappila
Muslims, both legally and illegally. In terms ofctutradition of migration from the aforesaid areasy

generally differ from other regions of the statkefala except a few.

The primary data was collected from a sample pdipumaf Nadapuram village with the help of

Interview Schedule and Observation Techniques. §tbdy covered the entire village, and its wards

7. The concept of economic behaviour is renderednfthe various works, namely Bourdieu (1963; 1984@93;
DiMaggi 1991; Zelizer 1989; Parry and Bloch 199B). these scholars, the economy is very broad atslamross the
conventional boundaries and tries to link with tudtural, social, political and economic life ofetipeople. In fact, this
concept moves beyond the traditional utilitariagidoof the rational choice of the individuals. Irbeoader sense, the
socio-cultural foundation of the society comes unite economic behaviour. In this context, the aloand cultural
structure of the society marks the quality of egoimactivities of the individuals. In such a sogjeindividuals are
social being as first, because these meanings enmergpcial interaction. Hence economic activities expressive and
symbolic beyond the utilitarian concept. This bebarv does not mean static, it may be observedreéiffly in different
contexts. According to Bourdieu, the economic actis part of an attempt to account for the prastmemen and
women. They found themselves thrown in to stramgkfareign economic cosmos imported and imposecolgnialism
with cultural equipment and dispositions. In brieg¢ focuss more on the socio-cultural dimensioa the analysis of
economy. In the current study, the term 'econongbabiour' denotes the consumption and spendingrpatif the
migrants. It try to answer the question that whg Bulf migrants spend a good volume of remittancethieir
consumption.

8 The Gulf pocket denotes a locality where a langmber of people migrated to the Gulf region



through these sample households. Apart from trenir@w schedule technique, discussion with various
scholars who have already studied Gulf migratiotpdet to understand the dynamics of the issue.
Informal discussions with local leaders, villagedkeage-old persons and 'Gulf Wiveslere also carried

out to understand the changing scenario in the aamtgnover the years.

Key Debates on Persian Gulf Migration

Migration to the Gulf region has transformed to ajon subject of debate in the academic circlesesinc
the 1970s oil boom. The emergence of oil-relatezhemy and the subsequent labour migration to the
Gulf began to attract a massive scale of immigvearkkers from different categories from the differen
parts of the world (Addleton 1992; Al-Ali 2002; Aeg 1989; Gardner 2004; Chouri 1986; Seccombe
1986; Shah 2004; Birks and Sinclair 1979).

Some key factors were responsible in convertinghl States into a pivotal land for expatriate
labourers from different parts of the world. Th&aduction of large scale industrialisation prograes
in the Gulf countries necessitated a good numbéalajurs for the initial stages of construction kvor
and diversification of various sectors by utiliziogy revenue. The available data shows that the sfz
the national population and its participation ire tlabour forces were extremely small in the Gulf.
Participation in terms of the skill and quality fimation of the native labour forces was also ndeckiht
in the region (Joseph 2002; Madavan 1985; ZaclarthRajan 2007; Weiner 1982; Sinclair and Briks
1979).

As Weiner (1982: 3-4) remarks, neither the localoadional system nor the system of economic
incentives has been adequate to produce a lodeEdskabour supply large enough to meet expanding
demand. Therefore, the development programmes @dirby the Gulf States are producing a social
order divided between a consumer-oriented nativpuladion and productivity- oriented migrant
population. In the backdrop of this social orieltatthe Gulf countries were more dependent upon the

both the skilled and unskilled contract labourersnieeting their labour shortage.

The lion's share of the expatriate labourers wasced from India (Weiner 1982; Madavan
1985). It is observed that the geographical proxinthe maritime trade relations with the Gulf @gi
and the widespread unemployment in India, all tHastors reinforced and operated as a push faaotor f

migrants from India to the Gulf region. At the satimae India was ready to supply any number of

° The term “Gulf Wives”, means a condition charaistetl by the absence or long separation of the holséead or
husband from their wives during their working peria the Gulf. Generally male migrants leave therthieir own house
or relative's house. Such cases are very much lprévia the major migrant area of Kerala. The Kanaligration survey
of 2008 conducted by CDS concluded that there &@ tillion Gulf wives in the state, living a septe life from their
husbands. In such a context, loneliness is merntiasethe most pressing and serious problem of @iu#s. Here, most
of the females desire a kind of “protective malebuelia” (For more details see Gulati 19&&rala Migration Survey
2008 Basheer).



workers at lower rate of wages than the other std#ost of these expatriate labourers in the Gulf
countries are working as construction workers, queas employees, businessmen, traders, domestic

servants and so on (Weiner 1982: 8).

Interestingly, in the light of the available dagaigration from India to the Gulf region is by and
large a Kerala phenomenon (Weiner 1982; varioukwgrpapers of CDS). The studies have underlined
that the state of Kerala has been contributinggelaumber of both skilled and unskilled workershe
Gulf States since the 1970s. It is pointed out thatGulf migration, by the end of 1970s, had begun
show some pronounced impact on consumption, savioyerty alleviation, landholding pattern, health,
education and income distribution of Kerala (Za@taf002, 2008; Shekar 1997; Sasikumar 2001; Saith
1989; Prakash 1978, 1994, 1998; Kurian 1978; KammahHari 2002; Joseph 1988).

Ample amount of empirical studies on the charasties and implications of migration have
been conducted in Kerala in the context of laboigration to the Gulf. Most of them focus particlyar
on the economic impact on villages, districts, &edala as a whole (Commerce Research Bureau 1978;
Government of Kerala 1987; Prakash 1978; Radhataisland Ibrahim 1981; Saith 1985, 1992; Issac
1993; Gopalakrishnan 2002; Zachariah et al. 19P8¢se studies broadly agree that there is significa
improvement in the economic position of migrant $ehlds. In addition, they highlight that most foé t
remittances have been used for unproductive puspasé warn about the inherent dangers on the
development of a sound productive base.

Some studies on Gulf migration have focused onntlaero-economic aspects in terms of the
state as a whole. The total remittance on the eungraf the state has been estimated at differemidev
Among the states and union territories in Indiasefa leads with the highest number of emigrantsrevhe
most of the remittances come from the Gulf regi®ajan 2003). The number of emigrants was
estimated in 1999 as 13.6 lakhs and by 2004 ieas®d to 18.47 lakhs (Zakariah and Rajan 2008). The
estimation of annual remittances shows increasemtribution from 22 percentages to 28 percentdge o
the state domestic product. Time series estimatioemittances from abroad to the Kerala economy fo
the period from 1972 to 2000 examines the influesfocemittances on income, consumption and saving
(Kannan and Hari 2002).

While some studies focus on the household and magifmrm of impact, others draw on the
boom of construction sector and the gradual witlvdtaf the people from agricultural sector whichswa
once the base of the economy (Nair 1989: 344). riguthe decade from 1975-1976 t01986-1987,
agricultural production in Kerala registered a da#im decline with a negative growth of -0.60
percentages as compared to a growth rate of 3.&emeages in fifteen years preceding this period
(Oommen 1991).



While the agricultural and industrial sector stagdain Kerala during the migration period,
especially transport, trade, banking, and realtestahowed rapid growth rate in large scale migran
areas (Kannan 1990; Ganesh 2007). Kannan (199@ @it&kurian 2002: 70) argues that this had
deleterious results since, unlike the normal pattdrgrowth; the expansion of the tertiary sect@sw
unrelated to the developments in the primary amdregary sector. Ganesh observed that the issue of
remittances in the context @irurangadi®, which have been responsible for the commerciagedty
of the region without corresponding increase of ahyhe agricultural and non-agricultural forms of
production. Despite the growth of educational oppdties and healthcare facilities due to the Gulf
migration, the substantial percentage of the huraoour power in the region is unutilised or
underutilised (Ganesh 2007: 109).

It is important to note that Mappila Muslims conggrithe major proportion of the total number of
migrants to the Persian Gulf (Weiner 1982; Kurid®2, Shekar 1997). In fact, the intensity of Gulf
migration from Kerala is high in the Malabar regiovhere Mappila Muslims are the dominant
community. For example, according to the censu®00fl, Muslims constitute less than a quarter (24.7
percentage) of the total population in Kerala (Gensf India 2001, Kerala), albeit their proportisn
doubled among the emigrants. A study of CDS, Tuavam, estimated that the total migrant population
from Kerala in the Gulf was 18.48 lakh in 2007 wdfich 8.83 lakh was Mappila Muslims. In 2004 and
1999, the share of migrant population of Mappilashfus was 43.7 and 41.9 percentage respectively.

Despite the monitary remittance is mainly used parchasing gold ornaments, conducting
marriage ceremonies, the construction of mansioisthe purchase and maintenance of land (Kurian
2002; Nair 1989, 1983; Prakash 1978, 1998; Gan@8ii)2the Gulf money is also largely being invested
in trade related firms. In the light of Gulf monéyanesh noted, "economy is oriented entirely toward
consumption and substantial group that surviveh@ygrowth of new luxury tastes among the people.
Thus the "life world of the people" has shiftednfrgroduction to consumerism, and it has resulted in

"make-believe world of artificial prosperity" (Gaste2007:57).

In the light of this review of literature that tipeesent study interrogates the partial understgnalin
the migration by posing some important questiormuaithe various issues of the Gulf migration. Wdnat the
characters of the rural economy due to the oridiGolf money? How does the majority of the Mappila
Muslims link with the trade and its related worlg?there any nexus between economic behaviour and th
history of the migrant community of Mappila MuslithSince these are few questions that remain uneegla

in the existing literature, the present study wdeddpertinent in the sphere of migration studies.

19" One of the Gulf Pockets in Malappuram Districtid Malabar region.



Gulf Remittances: 'Built Economy’ of Trade and 'NewRich'

As a result of the Gulf migration, the erstwhiladitional economy in the densely migrant area of
Malabar is replaced by chain of shops with foraygods, new model of restaurants with Arabian food
recipes, furniture shops and soorThe character of labour required and the paémroduction for

the new economy is entirely different, which is afi¢he reasons to the emergence of a non-agriaiiltu
group who operates these new economic activitidédadlabar. The new trend of the emergence of local
trade and business can be considered as the neaiwst of the mercantile tradition of the Muslinis.

is quite visible in the study area that a few & ffeople who have returned are setting up their own
businesses in their home town. Some of the respdsidend their family members and friends in the

study area are still operating both small and lzg ef business in the Gulf.

Moreover, the petty rural based trade economicepattof Mappila Muslims has been
transformed in a big way in the light of Gulf retaitces. In the study area, a good number of Gulf
returnees have already started a number of Aratiadel furniture shops, cafeterias, restaurants and
large size Bakery shoffs It can be said that the process of market oritgiebalisation has been
reinforced even the rural areas of Kerala due eéartfiow of the Gulf remittances. The different égpof
foreign origin food items are easily available ewenural Gulf PocketsIt shows that Gulf migration has
provided a space to stimulate the traditional petiyle. It is observed in the study area that algoo
number of migrants are operating cafeterias inGb#. Most of the migrants operate the same kind of
cafeteria in their particular home place with thelphof their relatives or friendsHence it is
interestingly to say that this study area is knaaenthe place of cafeterias. Gradually they emerged
financially sound through the operation of cafetsri

The shifting of local economy from the agricultusaictor and other related rural occupations in
the wake of inflow of remittances has also beerenlesl in the study area. The changing nature ef thi
economy has evolved through the migrant’s desirenfeestment in their own home society in different
ways. Some scholars have documented how transahtioonnections, specifically remittances,
profoundly change the materials, designs and tkeeofispace in the migrant's communities of origin
(Smith 2006; Change 2006; Fletcher 1997). This fairbuilt environment expresses the changing

" The influence of the Gulf migration is reflectedtie naming of the shops in the study are. Forirtst, few names of

the shops as Hi-ten gulf bazar, Take one gulf badslrgulf bazar, Gulf palace, New gulf park, Arabiangmd, World
bazar, Gulf club, Gulf park, Maggalen gulf bazar andn.
2" The emergence of a chain of Arabian model rest&siiara new phenomenon in the Gulf pockets of Malai®A, MR
and Al-Bakeare few of them operated by either Gulf migrantssaif returnees. Different kind of food like Sandwich,
Tikka, Kebab and Cubase are served in these restaura
¥ There is strong management skill behind the essof Cafeteria and its logic of profit making.efé are eight hours
working time per day in a Cafeteria. Here there isnamager and worker; all work for the total benefithe firm. All the
members contribute the share equally and sharertsfé and loss among the members, a kind of Caaipe society.
This form of cafeteria reflects a kind of communityity among the Mappila Muslims. More details g§eeithumkadavu
2011).



character of social relations in specific area.rn@orpoints out that built environment is an on-goin
medium of exchange. It is embedded and evolveditwithe imaginative and material practices of
different societies at different times (Corner 198p Here, the emergence of built economy in teall
area is connected with the flow of the Gulf renmittes. It is observed that in the study area, Golfiey

was incorporated with the built form of economy.

The emergence of the 'New Ri¢has a social group with considerable increasaémumber of
persons of non-agricultural class can be considased visible outcome of the Gulf migration. Among
this new social group, a small group of migrantsrfiMalabar, who are predominantly based in the ,Gulf
run huge business and commercial networks in tbaruor semi- urban centers of Malabar and the
major cities of the Gulf (Osella & Osella 2009) atey are generally known as the "new rich". As
Castles observed in his study that the way of laboigration often paves way for development of
commercial activities with diverse internationalsmess. It wields a huge budget, providing hundreds
and thousands of jobs not only in the Gulf but alswldwide. It is managed by a set of individuals,
agencies and institutions each of which has amesten promoting the business (Castles 2002: 1151)
Even though most of the Mappila migrants do not hnuge business and trade, few of them are very
powerful both in the Gulf and Kerala. In generdlede new business groups have already begun to
mobilise the community and it has gradually lecatoew community identity among the Muslims of
Malabar as a whole. The strong presence of thesepgrhas influenced the whole of the Mappila

Muslim community of Kerala irrespective of classldheir social backgroufd
Desire for Investment

Although there are limitations to get accurate ninfation about the spending pattern of the Gulf
migrants, attempt was made to collect some of #ta cegarding the same. Most of the migrants spent
their money in either construction or renovationholuses. Others invested in small and big types of
businesses in their native place. Some other secid migrants expressed their desire to invest in
businesses in the Gulf. However, as Gilani menti@nsglifference is found between their actual and
desired behaviour for investment in our study awhen they are asked how they would like to spend

their savings, they gave a response contrary iodl&ial behaviour (Gilani 1968:148)

%" The term 'new rich’, is from Pinches (1999). Heduthis term to understand the emergence and tr®gic growth of a

new layer of people due to the experience of indlsation up to the late 1990's in the Asian regidis argument is that
the rise of new layer (New Rich) of people has leftimprint in the societies of Asian region. The autlies to
understand the questions, such as who these pe@pléav they come into being and what place they pedun their
society and the Asian region, with reference to twoscultural terrain.

These new groups are owing to the huge investnary have made in terms of infrastructure devekg and urban
restructuring in the cities of Malabar. They alsakvim economic partnership with the state governneentnajor projects.

15



Table 1. Distribution of Migrants by their Desire for Investment

Desire for Investmen | Number of migrants Percentag:
Busines 78 39
Liquid Savinc 47 23.t
Real Estat 37 18.t
Agriculture 15 7.5

Religious Ceremon

Charitable wor
Other: 11 5E
Total 20C 10C

The Table 1. shows that majority of the migran® [§&rcentage) preferred to invest in business.
The migrants who wished to invest as liquid savirgge around 24 percentage of the total of the sampl
Another 18 percentage of the respondents likedvest in real estate sector. This is one of thergimg
sectors in the study area. Few among the migr@ripercentage) wished to invest in agriculturatare

The representation of migrants investing in religiceremonies and charitable work is very less.

Islam, the tradition of trade, Mappila Muslims and the Gulf Migration

The socio-economic structure of the Mappila MusliofsMalabar has to be examined within the
historical context in which various local and glbfesctors contributed to set the scene for migratid
the Mappila Muslim community. The study on Mapgilaislims and their investment pattern on trade
related firms would be meaningless and incomplateout analysing the various historical trajectsrie
associated with the community. The contemporarynecef this community has been immensely

influenced by these historical trajectories.

The history of Islam has been associated with glalaale and commerce for centuries. Trade
was always discussed in the Islamic context witerezmce made to Muslim merchants. So trade has been
labelled as a "Muslim" activity because it was maitonducted by Muslims of the West Asian region
(Risso 1989:1). It is observed in history that i§lamic religious principles promoted such a pgsitand
encouraging orientation of trade and commerce. @i mentions that the density of commercial
relations within the Muslim world constituted a tsof world market...of unprecedented dimensions.
Islam spread not only westward to Europe but aésiveards right across to India, South-East Asia and
China, as well as southwards into Africa through pinocess of either religious or commercial inflceen
(Rodinson, 1974: 56).



Apart from the religious mutual relationship betwethe Islamic principles and trade, Arabs
were forced to engage in maritime commerce furitterthe Indian Ocean. Ibrahim (1990) examines the
Arabian topography and climatic conditions as anpnent possible factor that led to the promotion of
trade and commerce. These geographical aspectheofAtabian soil prevent them from having
agriculture as a source of income. The landedoariaty depended upon the network of traders t@etxtr
revenue. The urban elites of southern Arabia tocewsdepended more on commercial profits, than
agrarian surplus. Thus, geographical and topogcaphieatures rather than religious predictions
encouraged maritime commerce in Southern Arabia. cpitalist mercantilism within Islam proceeded
to religious, political and economic forces in walalks of society (Ibrahim 1990). The Arabs were
particularly dependent on trade with many partdsibin and African coastal areas, such as NortrcAfri
South East Asia, South Asia and so on. These nspkebably constituted the most profitable branich o
Islam's foreign trade Between 650 AD and 1000 Ai®, leading edge of global intensive power lay in
the West Asian region (Hobson 2004: 39).

Global Trading Contact and the Settlement of Arab Daspora

As pointed out, the transnational trading contatt &s relationship with different regions in thenhd
started centuries before. The Indian Ocean rimnisegample of a trade contact that has carried a
prominent role in transnational trade. (Walker 20B8). This maritime commercial tradition not only
accompanies the wealth and resources in to therrpajb towns of the world, but it encouraged the
exchange also. Here, the Arabs were the real gloagitalist pioneers, serving to weave together a
global economy of significant scale and importafRedinson 1974). This Arab trade connection had
laid down the foundation stone for not only econorexchange but a cultural or material exchange
between the people of the two regions. Here tragaine a major factor behind the process of exchange
Philip D. Curtin observes that the settlement efding Diaspora in different places influences the
subsequent socio-cultural and economic life oftthset community. "The commercial specialists would
remove themselves physically from their communitg go to live as aliens in another town, usually no
a fringe town, but a town important in the lifethe host community. ...The merchants who might have
begun with a single settlement abroad tended tapsatwhole series of trade settlements in aliam$o
The net result was an interrelated of commerciairoanities forming a trade network or trade Diaspora
(Curtin 1998: 2).



Arab Trading Diaspora and the Emergence of Mappilaviuslims in the Malabar Coast

The geographical location of Malabar and availapif natural resources were closely associated wit
the initial settlement of the Arab trading Diaspanad the subsequent emergence of Mappila Muslim
community in the coastal belt of Malabar region.bimef, the trade contact not only carried goods,
services and ideas, but also left a Diaspora ireb&l This Diaspora came into being through traide w
Arabs from distant places, who married women frbmn ¢oastal area and established settlements. This
implies that Muslim communities on the West Codslindia are the result of the union of Arab sailors
and traders with native women. The genesis of Map@duslim community has to be sought in these
unions, temporary or permanent (Freitag 2003: 54B850uza 1959: 487; Koya 1983). In addition,
Muslims from outside settled in these areas andesohthe native inhabitants began to embrace Islam
(Nadvi 1934: 478).

Like any other trading hub of the world, differeérading groups such as the Arabs, the Jews, the
Persians, the Greeks and Romans presented themselhe Malabar Coast in different periods of time
The spread of Islam in the initial stage at MalaBaast is mainly connected with the commercial
orientation of Islam. This is, of course, the higtal reason for the bond of some sections of tlappila
Muslim community with trade and commerce. Therefdrade and the link between foreigners and
locals reinforced the formation and dynamics ofdbastal society of Malabar in the initial stageAcdib
settlement. This form of age old bind with the &amhd its related work was the integral part of the

socio-economic life of the Mappila Muslims.

Occupational Background of the Migrants
The occupational profile prior to emigration is #rer important element in understanding the trade
related interest of Mappila Muslim community. Thangple survey shows that the number of
unemployed at the time of emigration was compaestilow. Table. 2 indicate that most of migrants
(23.5 percentage) were engaged in small type bssifield. Here the small type business means a
variety of jobs-petty shop runners, street hawkigsis,sellers, and business brokers and so onnéke
major categories belong to drivers and shop keepgnesenting around 32 percentage of the total
number of people surveyed at the time of their eatign. While the proportion of Salesmen comes
around 14.5 percentage, Hotel cooks and Helpere $h& percentage of the total sample of migrants
studied.

The rest of the respondents represent variousgobsto migration, namely Painters, Masons,
Electricians, Farmers and Agricultural LabourerdieTtotal representation comprised by these

categories is around 15.5 percentage and eachocategpresents below 8 percentage of the total



samples. It is found that 6 percentage of migraugie engaged in other types of activities priothtgr
migration. Most of them were teachers, engineedoactors.

Table 2. OccupationalStatus of Migrants on the Eve of First emigration

Occupational Category Number of Cases Percentage
Masor 2 1.C
Electriciar 4 2.C
Painte 1C 5.C
Salesma 28 14.5
Driver 32 16.C
Shopkeep 32 16.C
Farme 1 5
Agriculture Laboure 14 7.C
Hotel Cook and Help: 17 8.t
Small Type Busine: 47 23.t
Other: 12 6.C
Total 20C 100.(

As per the data provided in Table 2, people frolmvalks of life joined in the migration stream amast

of them were belonged trade related work.

Sources of Income of the Migrant Family

In the present study, the socio-economic backgradrttie migrants prior to migration, is examined in

relation to the major sources of income of the amgrfamily. As it is stated earlier, the economic

backgrounds of the migrant families were relativiedkward. The Table 2 indicates that more thah 40.

percentage of the migrant families were dependpotwaily wages as their major source of income
prior to Gulf migration. Around 18 percentage oé tmigrant families were found to have their earning
from small type business, while 15 percentage ef mhigrant families sought agriculture as their

financial source. Only 5 percentage of the migrfamilies belonged to the big size business group,
while 8.5 percentage of the migrant families weepahdent upon both agriculture and small type
business. The rest of the migrant families in gn@gle survey represent both daily wages and syl t

business or business and agriculture.



Table 3: Distribution of Income sources of Migrantson the Eve of Migiation

Source: No. of Migrants Percentagt
Agriculture 3C 15
Daily Wage: 81 40.5
Smalltype Busines 36 18
Busines 13 6.5
Agriculture and Daily Wage 11 5.5
Agriculture and Small Type Busine 17 8.t
Daily Wages and Small Type Busin 1 0.t
Agriculture and Busine 1 0.t
Other: 1C 5
Total 20C 10C

From the above data it is observed that the mgjofithe migrant families’ source of earnings
belongs to mainly daily wages, small type busiresd agriculture. It is very clear that traditiopad
substantial number of Mappila Muslims engaged ader business, and a few ofthem as manual
labourers and fishermen also (Thurston 1993; Ld200). These factors more or less reflected in the
sample survey.

The majority of these migrants, who were lacked fomynal industrial training and could not
therefore be quickly absorbed into technical jaidge only possibility for most of them was to firfteir
way into the regional economies through the mershand traders from Western India. They began to
work for the Gujarati, Persian and Arab merchart® wan shops and supplied provisions, spices and
textiles to the indigenous and the rapidly growmigrrant population in the region (Joseph 2006).yThe
also began to run shops, hotels and canteens ific pastablishments, while some others joined
construction companies as unskilled labour andsts®s to masons, plumbers, electricians and others

In due course of time, most of them began to owsinasses.

The information gathered from the study area predidhat many elderly persons had
experienced internal migration, and had worked ha tmajor cities of Indian States like Madras,
Coimbatore, Bangalore, Vijayawada, Hyderabad, Almaddand Mumbai, they mainly worked as
helpers in Hotels, tea makers, tea shop operaalssmen, Bakery workers and small traders. Besides

these categories of workers, a few of them workethanual labourers in the industrial sector. Sofme o



the migrants found their source of income in thé&typt&ading of a wide variety of goods, such as
coconut, betel and areca nut. The previous migraBaperience took place both internally and

internationally promoted a historical engagemeniwade and its related source of economy.

Occupational Status in the Gulf

The occupational characteristics of the Mappila Musnigrants in the sample data (Table 4) refl¢lots
nature of jobs, in which they were engaged in théf Gountries. Here, the demand for labour was
mainly in construction sector. In fact, the numlbérMappila Migrants in the construction sector is
relatively low. Most of the Mappila Muslims, histoally, were mainly engaged in the small type afie

and business and agricultural related occupatioins o their emigration to the Gulf. Although thew
generation of Mappila Muslim migrants has been gadan some form of official work in the Gulf, a
good number of the Mappila Muslim emigrants corgiribeir business related work even in the Gulf
region. If one examines the sample survey it isrctbat a majority of the Mappila Muslim migrants
were engaged in business and related occupatiocis,as shop keepers, Salesmen, Hotel cooks, Helpers
and so on. Most of them simultaneously worked arahaged Cafeterias, Fruit shops, Textile shops,

Electronic shops, Supermarkets and Vegetable shops.



Occupation Number of migrants Percentag
Table 4 Masor | 0E
Electriciar 2.t
Painte 8 4
Salesma 3C 1t
Driver 38 18
Shopkeeps 34 17
Housekeept 7 3.5
Hotel Cook and Help 3C 15
Busines 31 15t
Other: 16 8
Total 20C 10C

Here it is observed that there is a link betweenvibrk status of Mappila Muslim migrants in the
Gulf countries and their socio-economic backgropndr to their first migration. As per the work &ia
data given in the table, the majority of the emmgsawvork in business related sector in the Gulf il
accounted to around 62 percentage of the totalamigr As given in the table, 30 percentage of the
migrants works as driver in the Gulf. The repreagoh of Masons, Electricians, Painters and House
keepers are relatively less than 10 percentagkeo$ample. Although the newly emerged economy has
increased requirement for information technolodgtezl professionals in the Gulf sector in recerst,pa

the representation of Mappila Muslims is relativieigh in the business related work force in thefGul

Social Meaning of Trade, Consumption and Rural Chage

As it mentioned earlier, the features of tradeteelavork among the Gulf migrants are observed with
respect to the regional context of the Gulf andetgious idea of Islam. The Gulf region had afpumd
tradition of urbanism and merchant activities whighre directly committed with consumerism. For
many centuries, Islamic merchants from the Gulf lealdthe world trade. Although the majority of the
population of the Gulf remained rural, market dtfiwas a prominent and cherished part of they cit
life and its consumer process. Many people enjdpedprocess of shopping, picking out new items.
Furthermore the Gulf region offered a distinctimterplay between powerful ongoing spiritual values
and the new lures of consumerism. Islam was by pan® hostile to material display and it did not
emphasise the holiness of material denial (Ste2004: 112). This tradition of consumerism mightdav

directly or indirectly influenced the Gulf migrardad their families in Kerala.



Another explanation regarding the emergence of etranl Malabar is associated with
characteristics of the host society. The socio-enoa conditions of some host societies and the
imitation tendency of immigrants mainly led to conmgerism becoming a way of life. The host society's
high resource-consumption patterns could be exgdotde adopted more readily by immigrants. With
respect to material things, immigration can bring iigrant into contact with new consumer items and
patterns of thought and behaviour associated Wwemt The changing patterns in the volume of income,
also led to corresponding changes in the consumptiitern. Any increase in income will enable the
migrant to increase his or her consumption andigipation in the new lifestyles. It can reinforce
attachment to these new ways and cause the migtantecome more dependent upon continued
adherence to them. This effect on consumption ¢eeehtinue regardless of whether individual miggant

remain in the host societies or return to theiietges of origin (Day 1999: 503-525).

In brief, in the study area, a group of the migsafgmilies enjoy a higher standard of living than
what they were having before migration. Gulf migmathas brought a change in the life style and
attitudes of their families. They are now able rotate the life style of the upper strata of theisty.
Most of these goods are now locally available, tredhigher purchasing power of migrant households
enabled them to acquire these goods more frequantly effortlessly than non-migrants could. It is
observed that the spending pattern of Mappila Muss also linked with the characteristics of Gulf
markets. Most of the Mappila Muslim migrants beldoghe lower strata of society, especially runal o
coastal belt of Kerala. For them the Gulf regiors\waaglobal space and they started to engage ¢ictl
indirectly, with the spending pattern and life styf the emerging global cities in the Gulf regidine
unskilled and backward community of Mappila Muslitais utilised the Gulf opportunity, and they
started to spend their money for consumer needs wiey returned to their home town. This form of
consumption is viewed as a symbolic action amoegtigrant community. British sociologist Anthony
Giddens has put forward the notion that consumeisssimultaneous cause and therapeutic response to
the crisis of identities emanating from the plwalion of communities' (Giddens 1991). According to
Stearns, '‘consumerism describes a society in wimahy people formulate their goals in life partly
through acquiring goods that they clearly do nachéor subsistence or for traditional display' 68t
2001: ix). Consumerism is no longer simply the &sitjon of goods and services; it has increasingly

become a fundamental way of communicating the ritglaif people or a community.

Although there is a certain degree of limitatioragsociate the migrant with the host society of
the Gulf, Mappila Muslims, to some extent, keeprtiaeherence to the Arab society. It opens through

the religious and cultural bondage with the Arakssthe result of large scale migration to



the Gulf, Mappila Muslims started to overlook gragieconomy, gradual prosperity and the material
reality of spending and consumption pattern ofaiersections of the Arab society. It creates a avofl
imagination on one hand. Most of the Mappila Muslim the Gulf countries work in unskilled sector,
with low status and unsocial working hours. Thepegience alienation of all types in the work place
and consequently, the Mappila Muslims try to getirad of reorganisation in their home society. It
reflects through the spending and high consumppattern. Bikhu Parekh observed this social

phenomenon as 'cultural rebirth' (Parekh 2008: 83).

As some studies note, the impact of remittancemliyi affects the households that receive them
and then is quickly transmitted to the other sexctdthe society (Prakash 1998; 1986). Edward ylofa
in his study on Mexican village economy points that migrant remittance from the United States had
profound direct and indirect effects on the villageonomy of Mexico (Taylor 1996: 102). The
opportunity along with globalisation process alsmsformed the character of village economy in the
study area. As Sasskia notes, some metropolitaas ait the world including the Gulf cities are rewap
the maximum economic gain through global movemedntapital (Sasskia 1998; 2006; 2001). It is
gradually experienced by the Mappila Muslims thitoungigration to the cities like Dubai, Sharjah and
Jiddah in the Gulf. The ambiguous character of amgrcommunities and the ambivalence of their
consciousness and identity is particularly eviderten linked to global cities. The idea is that

immigrants may find their primary sense of identitigh the level of the city ( Castles 2000).

Historically, the urban centres of the Gulf, espi#giDubai were the trading centres of the world
which is still continuing the same position. Thevgomment of UAE provides a very conducive
atmosphere for entrepreneurial growth in differdentls, such as better infrastructural facilitiesy tax
regimes, the provision of free trade zones, thbtrig 100 percent foreign ownership; the absence of
taxes and import or export duties and the righfutbrepatriation of profit and capital (Patel 2003
large number of small and big sizes of entrepren&@om Kerala take full advantage of these faetiti
The Mappila Muslim migrants built a new form of alilreconomy based on trade in their home place

through this interaction with Gulf cities and theadable entrepreneurial skills acquired from thdfG

It is noted that the significant growth of new ri¢chrough the operation of both rural and urban
trade, had upset the rural power-structure. Théiposand status enjoyed traditionally by a fewdad
and aristocratic families is now challenged by $ketus of ‘new rich’. In fact, one can argue thatfG
migration has proved to be a great social equaliséias provided an opportunity for the econoniycal

unfortunate to enhance their economic positiontarmligh it, revise the socio-economic hierarchy.



Here, it is pointed out that the traditional so@thtification between the landed class and tleg pas
now given way to a new social categorization in fibven of Gulf emigrants and non-migrants (Shekar
1997: 139).

Here it is important to examine the social origintlee consumption and spending patterns of
Mappila Muslims. This issue has to be linked whle symbolic power of the migrant community. The
symbolic power needs to be generated to competisataferior position in terms of his unskilled job
low educational status and other form of socio-eanic backwardness. To a migrant, his absence in
their home society is considered as a limitatidnsbsence is fulfilled through his spending pattnd
his contribution to the general interest of theietyc His contribution to the religious institutisns
manifested as his presence even if he is in thé Gylroduces a complex economic culture among the
Gulf migrants. One respondent said that the Gudrarit projects his identity through the spending on
carpeting the floor of Mosque, building new archtlie Mosque, sponsoring the Prophet Day festivals
and so on. The important factor to be mentioned igethat most of the Gulf migrants did not botfoer
a total transformation of the society, becauserthecial and economic condition was not enough to
make such a transformation happen. But they cautdeed to some extent in bringing socio-economic
changes in their own community. It might have haygaethrough the direct or indirect involvement of

Gulf remittances in the society.

The noticeable factor is that migration has ledtite construction of new social as well as
economic identity. This fact needs to be evaluatatie context of Malabar, where a-large chunkhef t
Gulf migrants belongs to the lower section of tbeisty. Their economic behaviour is shaped by this
socio-economic consciousness. The economic behavidugh spending on consumer durables may be
a response to this consciousness among the migoamiunities. Here, the process of converting the
Gulf remittance for consumer needs has to be utabttsvithin the larger social meanings of Mappila
Muslims. Despite the emergence of this new 'cultofeconsumption’ and the visible process of
'transformation’ having already attracted the &ttenof scholars in this area, the character of
transformation and its link with the economic bdbav has not been properly investigated in the

existing literature on migration so far.

The large-scale migration from Kerala to the Gulfyides the unusual opportunity to witness
the unfolding of social dynamics. There is an obston that economic remittance and its social dea
acquired from the host society are incorporatethiwithe economic behaviour of the home society. As
Levitt mentioned, it has been conceptualised byte¢hm "social remittances" (Levitt 1998 and 20043.
the migration to the Gulf is of short term natutes migrants may imbibe the socio-economic behaviou

of both the place of origin and the place of dedion, thereby assimilating the local socio-ecormomi



ideas. This idea among the Mappila Muslims is nwg#ble in the form of change in investment in gad
related economic sectors in the urban and rurakeceifollowing the Gulf migration. Hence, the degre

of interaction between two regions and its socyaainics is a major point of concern.

Conclusion

Like most of the studies on the economic impacinajration, the present study also reveals that the
majority of the economic remittances of the migsamave been spent on consumer durables and other
unproductive sectors. With respect to this charatte economic impact of migration is discussed in
different ways in the study. The Gulf migrant amdaMalabar has witnessed the emergence of small
trading centres with foreign goods and tasteshéngtudy area, both Gulf migrants and the returnees
have started some of the Arabian model furniturepsh cafeterias, restaurants and large size bakery
shops. At the same time a small section of migramse found to be extremely wealthy with public

presence and recognition in the society and theygenerally known as the 'new rich'.

This study has attempted to question the genegaihaent that the Gulf remittances are largely
spent for satisfying the consumer needs of migrantsit has fostered the 'culture of consumeriim'.
was disclosed through the discussion of the diakgctelationship between the spending and the
consumption pattern of Mappila Muslims and theiciseeconomic background prior to migration. The
economic capital of the migrants was convertedh¢o'symbolic capital’ and it can be considered that

Gulf money has a larger social meaning.

The emergence of the 'culture of consumption' gresthding more on unproductive sectors has
already invited the attention of scholars in theaawf migration. But the meaning of spending patterd
the economic behaviour of the migrants has not h@eperly investigated so far in the context of
Kerala. In brief, the study area is experiencing tiew economic orientation which is interlinkedhwit
the consumer goods, construction boom and the mardé induced by the Gulf remittance. However, it
is clear that such a development is more linkedh tlie economy that breeds more consumption and
quest for migration. Many old persons very proudérated about the transformation of the villages
from poverty to affluence due to the Gulf moneyeTihcreased consumerism provided much incentive
for trade and led to an increase in the numberusfriess establishments in the locality. Howeves, th
increase in demand for consumer items did not reanitself in a corresponding expansion at the
production levels in the region. Most of the goaie brought from outside and sold here. Besides
weakening traditional village economies and indrepgependency, increased consumption by migrants

and it produced an artificial and unstable soufaewenue in the sending place.



The study, therefore, has gone some way towardanentg the understanding that migration-
induced changes are the combined effect of the mplationship between economic remittances and
social remittances. Both remittances have a relship with the structure of the society. The curren
findings add to a growing body of literature on ratipn identify/recognise that any impact on the
society, which is induced by either the factorsmdration or non-migration are linked with the bidea

structure of the society.
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